Z argen, f the Works be. GOD, and. 


* 


pere is Hen üben Delcriptian-of this awful Burnt ; 
, of Providence. And among other Things is offer'd. 3 


Brief Account of the natural, inſiru- 
4 mental, or fecondary Cauſes of theſe 
( ations in the Hands of GOD. 
e + Afet which 


Or Thoughts are led up to HIM, as having the Hi 
and principal Agenty in this ſtupendous WORK: + 
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60D Shakes the Earth. becauſe He i | 
_ roth, / 


PsA N xvuii. 7. 


Men the Earth fheok and trembled ; the Foundations atje * the 
Hills moved, and were ſhaken, becauſe be was Wroth. 


275 SHALL make no Reflections on the Occaſion of theſe | 


' — 


X Words as they lie in the Pſalm, I only propoſe to 
conſider them as they are a meer Alluſion to a moſt 


: awful andaftoniſhing Work of GOD, which we were 

I all che amazed Witneſſes of a ſew Evenings ago. Then the 

4 Earth ſbeoſ and trembled, the Foundations alſs of the 2 | 

moved and were ſhaken, becauſe he was Wrath. | 
Nor ſhall I make any critical Remark on the Text, unleß 

i this one That in the Parallel Place of 2 Sam. xxii. 8, The 

+ | Foundations of the Hills are called, The Foundations of Heaven. 


No doubt for the ſame Reaſon that the Hill are alſo called 8 


the Pillars of Heaven, when they are ſaid to tremble, in 7b 
xxvi. 11. And this becauſe the Tops of the Mountains ſeem 
to touch the Clouds, and the Heavens themſelves (o bear 
upon them. * In this reſpect the Foundations of th Hills 
appear to the Eye, with that Magnificence and Grandeur, 
as if they were the Pillars and Foundations of Heaven it ſelf. 


But tho' the words be a mere Alluſion ; yet there muſt 1 


- Yneeds be a Juſtice and Propriety in it; and they muſt * 2 
eo Realities ; . And what can they be but theſe,--- 


1. That when the Earth ſhakes and trembles, and the 
" oundations of the Hills move and are ſhaken, It is the 
great GOD himſelf that ſhakes and ſets them a moving. 

2. That he does this terrible Work becauſe he is Wroth, 
ah and thereby he expreſſes his fearful N 


eſe 
* Jackſon o on 2 sam. xii. 8. P 


© Is — 


Ae wo Thing a acl e! in the Text, as the 
very Ground and Seca of this proper Allufion. ©. It is the 
moſt High GOD. himſelf that as the firſt Cauſe makes the. 
Farth to tremble : And this he does becauſe he is Angry, and 


thereby he clearly ſhows that he is lo. Theſe may be there 


fore 2 Obſervations before us, 

Obſ. 1. That ws the Earth ales and trembles o the 
Foundations al ef the Hills move and are ſhaken, It is the 
Great GOD hot that ſhakes and ſets them a moving, « - 

The Pſalmiſt . SA Variety of P hraſes — near- 

the ſame Idea; to lent the Repetition and Fearfulneſs 


this Divine Operation, and raiſe our Minds to the moſt 


ſolemn and ſenſible Conceptions of it. But for the uftra- 
tion of this, I ſhall endeavour theſe three things. | | 
1. To give ſome Deſcription of this dreadful Even ent of 
Providence. : 
2. To conſider ſomething of the natural Cauſes, 
And then, 
3 And laſtly, Lead you up to Gop as having the bien 
and principal Agency in this tremendous Action. 


An Earthquake may very poſſibly be UxIVYERSAI. There 


| ie doubtleſs Proviſions enough in Nature to produce ſuch a 
one. Every Place on Earth, at ev'ry Seaſon of the Year, 
and at ev'ry moment of the Day and Night, is doubtleſs 
Hable to theſe Concuſſions. Whole Continents have trem- 
ed at once, with their neighbouring Iſlands, tho? the deep- 


hannels of the Seas lay between them. And as the ſame 


Cauſes may concur and ope1ic in the four Quarters of the 
Globe at once, they may at tlie fame time effect- a univerſal 


Convulſion. 
Such a Shake of the Gale Earth there eine to have been 


| bothatthePaſſion and Reſurrection of it's mighty REDEEMER, 
a Matth. XXVII. 50, 52. Teſus, when he had cried again with 

2 loud voice, yielded up the Ghrft : And behold the 7 
mhle was rent in twain. from the Top to the Bottom : þ the 
Port did e and the Ra rent, &. The Sun and Hea- 
tn ves 


I. To give: ome Deſcription of this terrible Event of Provi-. 
dence, the ſhaking and trembling of the Earth. | 


ail of the- 


N W 


Nr at Þ at vo or ren. 
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th 
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40 


vens had been vail'd with Darkneſs for three Hours before | at 


his dying Groans * : And now the Earth was ſtruck with 
Trembling at his Expiration. And at his riſing out of the 
Grave, we read in the following Chapter at the firſt Verte. 
Aud behold there was a great Earthquake. © 

How fit was it that the u hol: Earth ſhou'd tremble; when 
the Maker, the Upholder, the Lord & the Saviour of it, was 
ſtruggling in the Pangs of Death, and his Soul and Body were 
violently rending aſunder? And why ſhou'd not the whole 
Earth he moved ; when he break out of the Bowels of it, in 
which be had been impriſoned, to reſcue it out of the Hands 
of thoſe infernal Powers that had for ſo many Ages alurped” 
the Dominion over it. 


Of this ſurprizing Time it was foretold in Hag. ii. 6, 7, 
For thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, yet ance it is a little while ant 
7 tuill ſhake the Heavens, and the Earth, and the Sea, and the 
dry Land : and I will ſhake all Nations; Aud the Defire of 
all Nations ſball come, and I will fill this Houſe with Glory. 
ſaith the Lord of Heojts. And thus the Apoſtle explains it in 
Heb. xii, Ae: 
more aſton 
Appearance. 
However, The Great and dreadful Day is haſtening * 
there ſhall be an univerſal Convulſion in l this lower World. 
Of this amazing Time we read in Iſa. xxxiv, 1, &c. Behold 
the Lord makes the Earth empty, and makes it waſte, and turn- 
eth it upſide down, and ſcattereth abroad the Inhabitants thereof. 


ing F ulfilment at our Eleſſed SAVIOUR'S Second 


Fear, and the Pit, and the Snare, are upon thee, O Inbabi- 


tant of the Earth ! And it ſhall come to paſs that he whi fleeth | 
rom the Noiſe of the Fear ſpall fall into the Pit : And H that 
cometh up out of the midſt of the Pit ſhall be taken in the Snare : 
For the Windows from on high are open, and the Foundations of 
the Earth do ſhake : The Earth is utterly broken down, the Earth 
is clan diſſalved, the Earth is moved exceedingly : The Earth, 
bel{ reel to and fro like a Drunkard, and. ſball be rem dd like 
4 Cottage, and the Tranſgreſſion thereof ſhall be beavy upon it, 
and it ſhall Fall and not riſe again, 


Who 


* Mark xv. 33.— 37. Luk. xxiii +44" 46. ˖ 80 Ver. 21, s 


tho* doubtleſs with a further View to a 
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Heaven, &c. 


\ 
| (56. ) 
\, Whoever diligently reads this Chapter and 4 
12 it with 2 Pet. iii. Rev. xx. and other Places of the Holy 
heſies, where the very ſame things are mentioned; will 
doubtleſs clearly ſee that theſe Predictions of an Univerſal 
Exrthquake refer to the End of this preſent State of the World, 


when there will alſo immediately come on an univerſal Can- ; 


flagration. Firſt, The Earth will extreamly ſhake and reel 
to and fro : and therewith the Buildings on it muſt need make 
a dreadful crackling Noiſe and tumble to Ruins. On this 
account tis ſaid, Ihe Inhabitants. ſhall Fly from the Noiſe of 


the Fear i. e. The fearful Noiſe of their Bwellin rending 
to pieces : But lying from this, they ſhall Poll into the Pit.—— 


i. e. The gaping Caverns of the Earth opening round about 
them: and thoſe. who eſcapę from theſe ſhall be taten in the 
Snare i. e. Such an inextricable one as we have deſerib- 
ed in Pſal. xi. 6. Upon the Miled he ſhall Rain Snares, Fire 
and Brimſtone, and an horrible Tempeſt : This ball be” the 
Portion of their Cup. The nature of this frightful Noiſe, 


with the Pit and Snare, is therefore plainly: pointed at in the * 
words immediately following, wherein the Two general 


Cauſes are thus  aſſfigned--- For the Windows from an high a are 
#pened, * and the Foundations of the Earth do ſhake. | 


Of the ſame dreadful Time we alſo read in Rev. Wi. 8 


15.—e f Behold I come as a Thief : Bleſſed is he that Watch- 


eth--- And there were Viices ard T hurders and Ligthnirgs, and 


there was a great Earthquake, ſuch as was not fince Men were 

n the Earth, ſo mighty an Earthquake and ſo great: And the 
great City was divided into three Parts, and the Cities of t the 
Nations fell : and great Babylon came into Remembrance befare 
God, to give unto her the Cup of the Wine of the Fierceneſs of 


bis IVrath : And ev ry Iſland fled away : and the Mountains 


were not found : and —_— fell upon Men a great Hail out of 


* A plain Alok on to the Lord's Raining down Fire and Brim- 
fone out of Heaven on Sodom; and agrees with the miſerable. 
Deſolation of the Earth by Fire, which we have deſcribed in the. 


4th, 5th ard 6th Verſes of the ſame Chapter. 
1 So Rev. vi. 12.— . VIII. 5+ & XI. 13 —& 
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At the End of this preſent State of the World, will be fuch 
4 univerſal ſudden and deſtroying Earthquake. But till that 
amazing time comes on, our Bleſſed SaviouR tells us; 


There ſhall be Famines, Peſtilences, Troubles, Great Earthquakes. 


in divers Places, and fearful Sights and great Signs from Hea- 
ven-: That theſe are the Beginning of Sorrows, and the Signs 
of his Coming, and of the End © the World l. 3 
They are theſe Particular Earthquakes that we are now 
conſidering : of which there have been great Numbers of tre- 
mendous Inſtances in theſe latter Ages, and in which there 
has been a very great Variety. 2 | 
They ſometimes come upon ſome threatning and fore- 
boding Symptoms : But for the moſt part at once, without 
the leaſt Intimation or Suſpicion. Sometimes in dreadful 
Tempeſts; but oftener in the calmeſt and ſereneſt Seaſons. 
They are ſometimes of a narrower, at others of a larger Com- 
paſs. Sometimes their Shocks are of a ſhorter, at others of 
a longer Duration: Some are of a leſſer, others of a greater 
Violence : Sometimes they quickly ceaſe and leave the Earth 
at Reſt ; at other times they ſoon repeat their terrible Efforts, 
and throw the Earth into new Convulſions. 175 
Sometimes they make the Earth to jart and vibrate, and 
ſometimes to waver like the Waves of the Sea. In ſuch a 
manner was the Place ſhaken where the Apo/tles aſſembled. 
Adds 4. 31. And thus the Foundations of the Priſon where Paul 
and Silas lay bound, were ſhaken by the Great and ſudden 
Earthquake, in Acts 16. 26. The . Words in both 
thoſe Places ſignify, to fluctuate like the Waves of the Ocean, 
or to reel, or rife and lower like the Ships upon them. r 
Sometimes they alter the Channels of the Seas themſelves, 
and fill up the moſt commodious Harbours. Sometimes they 
throw down Houfes or roll the Mountains upon them, and 
bury their Inhabitants under their Ruins: and thus their Beds 
are made their Graves, and their Dwellings turned into Tombs | 
to cover them. Sometimes they open the Ground, and ſwal- 
low up whole Streets and Cities into the Depths of the Earth 
Mat. xxiv. 3. · 8. Mar. xiii. 4,---8, Lak. xx. 71 
TX Zanch. Bex. &c. in Leigh Crit. Sac. e 
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| na moment The Parents and their Children go.down alive 
and ſhrieking, with all their Subſtance into the Pit together: 


"They are covered up for ever: And either the Earth cloſes 


over them, or the guſhing Floods of Waters in a moment over- 


whelm and drown them, and leave no ſign of the Places were 
hep. avs lived and ſinned together. 8 
etimes with the opening Earth there iſſues ont a fiery 


ſtream of Brimſtone; that runs with an ing, Swiftneſs; 
devours every thing before it, and that none can eſe 


| ape. And 
ſometimes they blow forth mineral and malignant Steamy 
that deſtroy the People round about with raging Peſtilence. 
Thus it was with Korah and his e Numb; 
xvi. 31-435. The Ground dave aſumder that was under tham, 
and the Earth opened her mouth and ſwallowed them up, and their 
Houſes, and ail the Men that apperiained to Korahz, and all their. 
Goods + They and all that appertained to them, went down alive. 
into the Pit, and the Earth cliſed upon them, and they periſhed 


from among the Congregation. And all Iſrael that tere round 

_  abotat them, fled at the Cry of them for they ſaid, Leaft the Earth. 
ſwallow us i alſo : And their came out a Fire from the Lord, 
and conſumed Iwo Hundred and Fifty more that were chief 

in the Wickedneſs. And with this dreadful Eruption there 
immediately follow'd a Plague, that quickly deftroy'd near. 


ifteen Thouſand P eople. | 


And now, ſurely. I need not deſcribe the Surprize, the An- 
guiſh and Horror that ſeizes and diſtreſſes our Minds, when 

we are. feeling our Houſes rocking over our Heads and ſtrain- 
ing every Joint, and the Foundations of the Earth a moving 


under our Feet. When the Centurion and they that were wit 


him ſaw the Earthquake at the Crucifixion of CHRISTL, They 
Feared greatly f. And of the Terror of ſuch an awful Event 
we read, 1 Sam. xiv. 15. Aud there was Trembling. in he. 


Hoſts in the Field, and among all the Peapſe + The. Garriſon 


and the Spoilers they alſa trembled, and the Earth Dunked © So 
it was a very great Trembling z, or 6 Trembling of GOD, as 
. ˙ i wo 
We have ofteritimes heard of ſuch things at a Diſtance 3 


# 
>» 
* 


5 1 1 's n „ 3 5 „ . and 
'® Numb. xxvi. 10. P/al. evi. iy, 18. Matth, ulli. 53. 


| ( | 
and it's likely with a fiiehty Reſentment, as remote ot foreign 
Events that did not much concern or threaten us. But now 
we have knew by Experience, ſomething of the Dreadfulneſs 
of them. 

While our Curtains like thoſe of the Land of Midian were 
trembling t---Fear came upon us and Trembling alſo, which 
made the multitudes of our Bones to ſhake. Our Hearts were 
fore paincd within us, and the Terrors of Death were fallen 
upon us. Fearfulneſs and Frembling ſeized us, and any 
overwhelmed and cover'd us: And we were ready 
they fled from the Earthquake in the Day of — 07 
to wiſh---O that we had Wings like a Dove, that we might 
fly away and be fafe from DeſtruQtion ! Did we not ſee _ 
one with their Hands on their Loyns, as a Woman in Tra- 
vel, and all Faces turn'd into Paleneſs ? Alas 1 For THAT 
N1i6nrT ! it was Great, ſo tat none was like it! It was even 
the Time of Jacabs Trouble: Tho' we are ſaved ont of it. 
Even when we remember, we are ſtill afraid, and Wan, | 
takes hold on our Fleſh. 

And thus much of the general Appearance, Effects and 
Attendants of this awful Event. 

5 We go on to conſider, | 
II. Something of the n, Inſtrumental or game 
Cauſes it. ö 

And here I ſhall be as brief as poſſible, leaſt 1 keep you 
too long from the view of the Fir# and Principal Cauſe in 
theſe great Affairs: who for ever has all created Things in 
his Hands, and always Acts on them in the wiſeſt manner to 
fulfil his Deſigns. Nor ſhou'd I treat of theſe natural Cauſes, 
were we not to conſider them as the very Works or Opera- 
tions of Gop, and the Means he uſes to accompliſh his Plea» 
ſure. With a reverend Mind, and not a mere natural but 
divine * let us ſearch a little into them, and ſee 
ow the mi guy Gov inviſibly works by ſenſible Cauſes, and 
ven by thoſe that are extreamly little and weak, produges. f 
he greateſt and moſt terrible Effects in the World. | 

And here, I ſhall Rs he wang fine but uncertaia _ 


1 fich. in. 7. 50 XIV. 5. 
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Hypotheſes of the projecting Sort oi hiloſophets both ancient 
and modern; ſuch as of a central Concave of Fire, a vaſt 
internal Aby/5 of Waters, &c. I ſhall only take notice of thoſe 
Natural Cauf;s, whoſe Operations are known te us l, and con- 
ceived with Eaſe when applied to theſe Matters, 
. And I muſt in the firſt place obſerve, That in the very 


Conſtitution and F rame of this Earth, Gop has created and 


form'd it in ſuch a particular manner as to prepare and dif- 
poſe it for ſuch fearful Convulſions. | 
He has not only made it of a very looſe Contexture, thro 


which the Air and Water and other ſubtil Materials can eaſily 


penetrate : But he has alſo formed it with a vaſt and incon- 
ceivable number of Caverns or hollow Places within: and 


in every Part he has either primarily lodged, or by the con- 
ſtant Circulation of, Air and Water conveyed, great multi- 


tudes of Sulphurious, nitrous, fiery,mineral and other Subflances; 
ſuch as thoſe-in the Clouds, which are the natural Cauſes of 
Thunder and Lightning. | 


Now when theſe are put into Motion and ſtrike againſt 


one another ; we know with what amazing Violence they 
fly off from each other, as we ſee in our Aurum Fulminans 
and common Gun-Powder. So prodigious is their Expan- 
ſion, that it is computed a Collection of them ſet on Fire, 
will in a moment ſpread ſo wide, as to poſſeſs above a Mil- 
lion Timts the ſpace they did before, while they lay in the 


Form of a compacted Body. They will firſt make their way 


into the eaſieſt Paſſages ; and if they have not a ſpeedy Vent, 


- agreeable to their expanſive and united Power, they will tare 


and rend away all before them. 

| See a large Collection of the ancient Opinions in SENECA 

. Queſt Nat. dt 

T Vid VAREN Geog. And the Obſerver has himſelf been 
in many of theſe Caverns in England: Some of them croſſing their 
Mines about 300 Foot below the Surface of the Earth: And 
others opening at the Bottom of Mountains and running deep un- 
der their Roots for a 1000 Yards in Extent ; out of which others 


a have branched into unknown and inacceflible Diſtances. So that 


in accounting for theſe natural Cauſes, he goes no further than 
he has ſeen with his Eyes. ne 


| ( 11) 
And thus theſe diminutive Cauſes meeti ing and acting 
a ſuitable Quantity, whether in the Air or Wa 


low Vaults and empty Spaces below ; they fly off from each 


other with the greateſt Violence. T hey fuſtiy iſſue or puſh - 


every Vapour before them into the e Caverns: 
But ſtill wanting Room, and eſpecially if the Perſpirations 
or Pores of the Earth are ſtopt either by Froſt or Rains, 
whereby they cannot get thro* ſoon enough; they heave and 
raiſe the Earth, till they force their way into the Air above, 
Nor is this a Twentieth Part of our imminent Danger : 
There is a terrible Atmoſphere over us, which few are aware 


of, that is found to preſs with the Weight of above Two 


Thouſand Pounds I on every ſquare Foat of the Surface of the 
Earth. And when by the violent Exploſions made from be- 
neath, the Vapours within are on a ſudden diſcharg'd and 
leave a Vacuity; then this aſtoniſhing: Weight, beſides that 
of the Earth, immediately bares away every thing before it 
into the Spaces below, and ſinks whole Cities and Mountains 
at once. Yea, though their ſhou'd be an Eruption through 
an eaſier Paſſage in any Part of the Land or Water about us, 
a great many "Miles off; Yet Here, a whole Town being 
over ſuch an emptied Cavern, it may fink in a moment: 
and even this without perceiving ſo much of the Shake of the 
Earth, as the Places nearer and round the Eruption, 

Thus has the moſt high Gop, in the very Compoſition 
and Frame of this Earth, and by the Courſe and Laws where- 
by He governs all Nature, made ſufficient Proviſion for ſuch 
dire Convulſions. Thus He has place us over great and hi- 
deous Faults, large enough to receive the moſl ſpacious Cities, 
and ready to open when He ſees it Time to bury us in them: 
And there He lays his terrible Mines, to ſpring them at his 
ſovereign Pleaſure. And by ſuch little weak aer N. He 
cauſes great and marvellous Alterations in this lower World, 
and executes his moſt righteous Judgments. 
| I wou'd therefore now proceed in the 


UI. and laſt place, To lead you up to GOD, as { beving the | 


higheſt and princt pal Agency in this Nupendeous | 


How 
1 Mr. Beyl fcurd it to be 2592 Pounds, * 
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Bow exceeding apt are we to terminate our views and reſt 


in ſecond Cauſes; and look on them as certain fatal Things 
that move and act of themſelves, and without Deſign or Res- 


fon. But this our Proſpect is exceeding narrow, ſhallow, 
ſhort and partial. And our Conceptions 1iſing from it, are 
net 6nly utterly wrong and contrary to the "Truth of things, 
but are alſo oppofite to the Being of Providence and the Na- 
ture of the Divine Perſections. 925 n 
For this is to ſuppoſe, That when Gop had formed mate- 
ral Subſtances, He only made fome general Impreſſions on 
them for general Ends, and then left them to Act according 
to thoſe Impreſſions, without continuing his active or directive 
Influence on them : which is to make theſe material things 
now independent on Him in all their continued Actings, and 
{s utterly inconfiſtert with his continual Providence. Or if 
He continues his Influence for thoſe general Ends, that yet 
the moſt wiſe Gop neither had nor has any particular View 
to all the Effects they were to produce in the World: which 
is intirely repugnant to his perfect Wiſdom. WET 

From the Operations of theſe natural Agents, we muſt 
therefore raiſe our Minds to their moft wiſe Creator. We 
muſt look on them as his Workmanſhip, and upon Him as 
making and moving them in perſect Wiſdom, and as having 
in View every Effect they were to produce when firſt He for m- 


eld them and ſet them a moving. His all- wiſe and all-feeing 


Proſpect muſt have taken and adjuſted every Cauſe and Ef- 
fect in the moſt beautiful Place in the Scheme of his Provi- 
dence. Having therefore moſt wiſely laid the univerfal Train 
in his Mind ; He creates a vaſt Variety of Things as Means 
in which He pleaſes to Work, in the fitteſt Times and Flaces 
to fulfil his Deſigns. And having made his Inſtfumems, 
He continually takes an effectuał Care to impower and guide 
them to attain his Ende. RENT | 
But however it is as to created ſpiritual and intellectual 
Agents; we know that merely material Subſtances can only 
move in the Circuits of Nature as they are moved by him. 
We ſee they always and every where move and act in a moſt 
 Curi6us and regular manner with reſpect to each other, * if 
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they perfectly knew each other's particular Circumſtinees, and 


were the moſt intelligent Agents. But they are uncapable 
of knowing the wonderful Laws by which they are Governed. 
They are therefore conſtantly Guided by the Wiſdom and 
Power of him that made them: He muſt continually hold them 
in his immediate Hands, and both impower and direct them 
in all their Actions. And what we call the Laws of Natures 
are only the uſual Methods in which he is pleaſed to Work: 
in the World; and from which he ſees not cauſe to depart, 
but in ſome extraordinary Caſes where his uſual manner of 
working cantiot reach his Deſigns. 7s 

And in a particular manner To what elfe: can we in 
Reafon aſſign that admirable Force and Action of thoſe pecu- 
har Subſtances that are the Cauſes of Earthquakes in their 
violent flying off from each other, but to the immediate Influence 
and Action of GOD? Thoſe merely material, exceeding, 
ſmall and ſenſeleſs Atoms, that lie intirely dead and wnachve, 
are no ſooner diſingag'd from each other; but fuch an amaz- 


ing Force is in a moment inſpir d into them from ſome other 


Agent, as to ſet the largeſt Countries of the Earth a Tremb- 
lng with all their Mountains and Cities upon them, and to 
heave them up and rend them to Pioces. 

If you were to ſee two mountæinous Racks to lie perfectly ſtill 
while they touched each other; but being by ſome Means 


removed to a ſmall and particular Ditance, then of themſelves 


to fly off from each other with the greate{t Violence 
wou'd you not aſcribe it readily to ſome mighty and inviſible 
Agent that with ſuch a wonderful Force ſhou'd. beat the 
away? Why, The ſmalleſt Atoms of Matter are of them- 


ſelves as Dead and unable to fly off from each other as tho 


greateſt Rocks in the World. | ; 
And what mighty and inviſible Agent ſhou'd this be but 


Gop ? Theſe diminutive Subfance: are ever diſperſed all 


over the Earth, the Air and Seas: They riſe with the fineſt 
Vapour into the cloudy Regions: They diſtill in every Show- 
er: They peirce into every Vacancy of the Earth below: 
They mingle with every Subſtance : And when their collected 
Parts are di- join d and remov'd to ſuch particular Diſtances, 
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(14) 
they are always in a moment impres'd with the ſame aſtoniſn . 
ing Force and Violence, tho they were abſolutely {till before. 
That mighty and inviſible Cauſe which moves them is every 
where always Preſent, attending theſe numberleſs and moſt 
minute materials, and moving them them all in the moſt re- 
gular and intelligent manner. He moyes them only at ſuch 
a determinate Diſtance, with ſuch a uniform meaſure of Force 
and Activity, and to ſuch a Degree of Expanſion ; and then 
having performed his Work, and gained his End, he drives 
them no further. 

And who can this all- b all- wiſe, all- powerful and all 
vigilant Being be, but the moſt Glorious GOD ? It is he that 


holds all Nature in his ſovereign Hands, and continually rules 


it in perfect Wiſdom. It is he that Acts on theſe things he 
4 has made for ſuch wonderful Ends, and that guides and im- 

ploys them as Means to produce ſuch dreadful Concuſſions 
as Earthquakes in this World belo w-. 

So Feb that Divine Philoſpher, diſcovers and owns of the 
invifible Gon, in Chap. ix. 4, &c. He is wiſe in Heart and 

mighty in Strength---which removeth the Mountains, and they 
now not: which ouerturneth them in his Anger: which ſhaketh 
_ the Earth out of her Place, and the Pillars thereof tremble. E 
So King David in Pſal. Ix. 2, 3, T hou haſt made the Earth 
te tremble, Thou haſt broken it : 2 the Breacbes thereof, far it 
ſfbateth : T hou haft ſhewed thy Peof le bard things, Thou haſt made 
them to drink the Wine of Aſtoniſhment, And agreable to this 
are thoſe lofty Expreſſions in Pal, ciy. 32. He {coketh on the 
Earth, and it trembleth : He toucheth the Hills and they ſmoke. 
Aud thus we ſee the Great Gop has the chiefeſt Agency 
in theſe wonderous Works. Let us apply ourſelyes ME to 
improve this Doctrine. 
| And here, 

1. In theſe affrightful Shakings f the E erth we ſee the dread- 
ful Mojsfty of the glorious GOD. 

W bat mote awful or lively Inſtance càn there be of this, 
than to' ſee the Earth and Mountains trembling at his Pre- 
ſence ? Thus the ancient Sinai did; of which it is ſaid, That 


becar fe the Lerd deſcended on it, the whole Mountain quaked 
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greatly * And when he went out of Seir, when he marched 
out of the Field of Edom; The Earth trembled from before 
| th: GOD of Iſrael, | the Earth ſhook at the Preſence of GOD, 
even Sinai it ſelf moved at the Preſence of the GOD of Iſrael. Q 

With Gop is moſt tertible Majeſty : And when he has a 
mind to ſhow it, he can eaſily and in a moment do it in ſuch 
an aſtoniſhing maritfer as to affright the hardieſt Creature. 
He can put all Nature, even the Great and inanimate Parts 
of the World into ſuch a Commotion, as to make us ſee in a 
moſt ſenſible manner, the terrifying Actings of his Powerful 
Preſence, and excite the higheſt and moſt awful Reverence 
of him. He can make the heavy and dull Earth to tremble, 
as if it felt the Force of thoſe awakened Paſſions that ſhou'd 
riſe in our Minds at the Appearance of Gop, and as if it were 
mov'd with the Fear of it's prefent Deſtruction. The ever- 
laſting Mountains are ſcattered, and the perpetual Hills bow 
down before him. || LE OS} 

2. Who will not then fear and tremble before this Great and 
dreadful Being ? 

He that can ſhake the Earth out of her Place in a moment 
without any Inſtruments ; for he needs them not, nor x con- 
h fined to them. Or if he ſees fit to uſe them, he has always 
it Ja ſufficiency of them at Hand to imploy as he pleaſes. He 
4e can improve the minuteſt of Atoms to ſhatter the Earth: 
a And when he is exerting his Power upon them in the inviſible 
be | Caverns below ; who can tell hw far he may do it in a 
. greater meaſure, to the ſpeedy and utter Deſtruction of thoſe 
oy chat neither fear or regard him? He that exerts ſuch a Degree 
to Jof Power as he does in and by them, may as eaſily put forth a 

Million times greater, and in a moment blow up the Earth, 
I E vith all things on it, and diſperſe it into a Vapour. | 
Hear now this O foolſh People and without Underſtanding ! 
which have Eyes and ſee not; which have Ears and hear net“ 
is, Tear ye not me, ſaith the Lord? will ye nat tremble at my Pre- 
e- ſence ? i It is the utmoſt-Degree of Stupidity, to be fearleſs © 
at Jof him; and a moſt provoking Offence to his infinite 1 J 
= | uch 
atl * Fes. xix. „18. 1 Judg. v. 4, 5. JE. lxvii. 7,8. | Hab. iii. 6. 
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Such ſool-hardy Sinners he therefore admoniſhes in thoſe 


_ awvfu) Terms. 4 New, Com ſider this ye that forget GOD / 


leaft I tare you in pieces, and there be none to deliver. 


Let us then have a Care of returning to our former Secu - 


. 


rity : And let us bare in our Minds a lively Senſe of our con- 


tinual Danger. Let our Fleſh ſtill tremble for fear of Gp; 


and let us be ever afraid of his Judgments. Let us ſtand in 
the greateſt aw of this moſt glorious Being, and not Sin againſt 
him. Ile is always Preſent, and the ſame Holy, Mighty and 
Terrible, as he appears to be in the moſt hideous Earthquake. 

Like the aſtoniſhed Saul, while he trembled and fell down 


to the Earth: Let us now earneſtly ery --- Lord what wil/t_ 


thou have me to do t Or as the awakened Failour, at the great 
aud * Earthquake wherein the Foundations of his Priſon 
at Philippi were ſhaken ; came in Trembling and fell down 
before the Apoſtles and cried y Sirs, M hat muſt I de to be 


ſaved? & In the affecting Remembrance of this awful Provi- 


dence and in the lively view cf our continual Danger; Let 


us conſtantly adore and mention the dreadful Name of GOD. 


with Reverence : and as the Apoſtle exhorted thoſe Philip- 


| . Work out our Salvation with Fear & Tremling. * N hen 


aim ſpake trembling, he exalted himſelf in Iſiael; But 


ww» ofended i Baal, he died. || 


But alas! The moſt frightful Appearances will ſignify 
nothing to bring us to a due Awe of the glorious God, unleſs 
his SP1R1T ſhall attend and ſpeak in a ſenſible manner. x 
Kings xix. 11,13. And bebold the LORD paſſed by, and 4 
great and ffrong Wind rent ibe Mountains, and break in pi 


the Rocks before the Lox D; but the LoRD was not in the M ind: 


And after the Wind an Earthquake ; but the LORD was nat in 
the Earthquake : Aud after the Earthquake a Fire; but the 
Lord was not in the Fire: And after the Fire a ſtill ſmall 
Voice: And it was ſo; when Elijah heard that, Then he wrapt 
his Face in his Mantle, &c. With theſe terrible Works, Let us 
earneſtly look and pray for the Hol Spik1ir to follow and 


ſpeak in an effedtual manner: And that He may be poured 


out 


. 
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out as He was when the Place was ſhaken where the Primi- 


tive Chriſtians aſſembled, elt iv. 31. 


# Herein we alſo clearly ſee the utter Uncertainty and In. 


uncertain Ground. Their very Foundations may fail in a 


moment. In an Hour we think not of, they may fink down 


with us, who have placed all our Affection and Dependance 


on them; Go down together into the Gulphs below, and be 


buried up together, till ie Heavens be no more. 


And alas I How empty and vain did they look in That 


Night ; while we were ſhivering with them over the Pit, and 


in equal Hazard of being cruſhed to pieces : cou'd they yield 


us then, any Support or Solace ? Did they then appear to be 
Precious ? Or cou'd we find any Comfort in our having Pur- 
ſued them with ſo much Eagerneſs, and valued them more 


| than the Favour of Gop and an Intereſt in Him. 


Alas ! We then clearly ſaw the Vanity of theſe Earthly 


Things; we ſaw thre” their deceitful Appearance; and then 
we alſo underſtood our Deluſions. O ! That now having 
gained ſuch a Sight and Diſcovery, we' might never loſe it 
again; nor fo highly value, nor ſo earneſtly ſeek, nor ſecurely 
rely on theſe doubtful things, that may ſo ſuddenly fail us, and 
leave nothing to comfort us in the laſt Extremitx. 
4. Here likewiſe we ſee the great Folly and Miſery of theſe 
that live unprepared for ſuch a fearful Hour. | 
We have in ſome meaſure ſeen with Aſtoniſhment how 


unexpectedly ſuch a moment may come: and we know not 
how ſoon we may be ſurprized with another, and ten times 


more terrible. Even while we are ſecurely Sleeping, as many 
were then, we may be rouzed up in an Inſtant to ſee all things 
diſſolving about us, or feel our ſelves deſcending into the 
Depths below. 'But O the Diſmay and Confuſion that will 
then ſeize the Soul unprepared for ſuch a diſmal Scene. 


Then the moſt High, whom you have continually flighted, 
will take his turn to diſpiſe and neglect you. © Becauſe he 
had called, and you had refuſed ; he had ftretched out his 
hand, and you regarded him 08 but ſet at nought . 
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> Fel and ' wou'd none of his Reproof : He will laugh at your 


_ Calamity and mock when your Fear comes; when your 


Fear comes as Deſolation, and your Deſtruction comes as a 


Whirlwind ; when Diſtreſs and Anguiſh comes on you. 
Then ſhall you call on him, but he will not anſwer : you 
ſhall ſeek him earneſtly, but you ſhall not find him. Prov. 
| 1. 2.4,---28, | 


And O vile and guilty Earth! The Time is approaching, 


when the glorious God ſhall appear to ſearch out and diſcloſe 


thy Wickedneſs, and to ſhake it out of thee in the Day of 
his Anger. Tremble thou Earth at the Preſence of GOD ; For 
& aFue ſhall go before him, and ſhall burn up his Enemies 
e round about: His Lightnings ſhall enlighten the World: 
&* And the Earth ſhall ſee and tremble : The Hills ſhall melt 


„ like wax at his Preſence, at the Preſence of the Lord of 
c the whole Earth: The Heavens ſhall declare his Righ- 
„ teouſneſs, and all the People ſhall ſee his Glory. & In 


vain then ſhall the Wicked © go into the Clefts of the Rocks, 
„ and into the Tops of the ragged Rocks, for Fear of the 
4 LoRD, and for the Glory of his Majeſty, when he ariſes to 


* ſhake terribly the Earth. | But Zion ſhall hear and be 


“ Glad, and the Daughters of Judab Rejoice, becauſe of 
& his Judgments r. | 
5. and Laſtly, Flow exceeding ſafe and happy are thry who 


have the mighty GOD for their Friend and Redeemer ? 


They that have received His Sor, forſaken their Sins, and 


obeyed his Goſpel. Their Offences againſt him are Pardoned : 


He is become their conſtant Friend : He has engaged to be 


fo by an Everlaſting Covenant, that ſhall never be broken. 


In his Almighty Hands and under his Eye, they are always 
ſecure : And they need © not Fear, tho? the Earth be remoy- 
© ed, and tho” the Mountains be carried into the midſt of the 
<< Sea, tho' the Waters thereof roar and be troubled, though 
„ the Mountains ſhake with the ſwelling thereof: The 
«© Lorp of Hoſts is with them, The Gop of Jacob will be 
< their Strength and Refuge, and a preſent Help in their 
Time of Trouble. P/al. xlvi. 1-7. 

| | Such 
E,. xcvii. 3,7. || 1a. ii. 20, 21. Rev. vi. 12,---e. 1 P/. xcvii. 8 
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- Such as theſe, our Bleſſed Saviour rather exhorts to re- 
oice, even in the midſt of thoſe Tumults and Confuſions of _s 


ature that ſhall uſher him into theſe viſible Heavens. Luk 


xxl. 2.5---28. And there ſhall be Signs in the Sun and in the | 


Moon, and in the Stars; and upon the Earth Diſtreſs of Na- 
tiens, with Perplexity, the Sea and the Waves rearing ; Mens 
Hearts failing them for Fear, and for hoking after thoſe things 
which are coming on the Earth For the Powers of Heaven 
ſhall be ſhaken : And then ſhall they ſee the Son of Man coming 


ina Claud with Power and great Glory. And when theſe things 


begin to come to paſs ; THEN Look UP AND LIFT UP YOUR 
Heaps; For your Redemption draweth near . | 

I ſhall Conclude with thoſe Words which are ſpoken of 
that Great and terrible Day, in Joel iii. 14,---16. Multi- 
tudes, Multitudes in the Valley of Deciſion ! For the Day of 
the LoRD is near, in the Valley of Deciſion. The Sun and t 
Moon ſhall be darkened, and the Stars ſhall withdraw their 
ſhining : The LoRD alſo ſhall roar out of Zion, and utter his 
Voice from Jeruſalem : And the Heavens and the Earth ſhall 


"ſhake: Bur THE LORD WILL BE THE Hope oF Hs 


5 AND THE STRENGTH OF, THE CHILDREN OF 
frael. | 
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9 INCE my compoſing of the, foregoing Diſcourſe, the Re. 
S, ſagacious Mr. Fran4/in, born and brought up in Boſflon, ſuc 
| 1 but now living in Philadeſpbia, has greatly ſurpriz'd and che 
oblig'd the World with his Diſcoveries of the Elia, Subſtance, 
as one great and main Inſtrument of Lightning and I hunder .: not I 
Preſume as if it excludes the Operation ct /u/phareous, | nitrous, = 
Mincral, eatery and airy Subſtances; but as a principal Means of Fl. 
exciting them into Action, ard of working with them thoſe Effects: ¶ reg 
and with good Reaſon ſu; geſts, that as this E le&rical Subflance eve 
ſeems to be one of the migut:eſt Agents we know of among ma- Cre 
terial Subſlances in this lou er World, ſo extrcamly ſubtil as to ſan 
Peirce thro' the moſt ſolid Jron with the greatelt Eaſe and Rapi- and 
dity, and the Earth is the grand Source from whence it riſes and I i. 
to which it returns; it ſeems very likely that this E/z#1ical Sub- ſen 
ance, with the Others mentioned, is a principal Irflrument in pio- 


ducing Earthquakes. ; 
3 e 7 Aga 
. The mighty and ſhocking, Attraction, and Ru on, of this Elec- * 


trical Sul ſlanct with reſpect to ſelf and other Subſtances, are I ful? 
truly wonderful and beyond our Account. Yet as it may be a not 
principal Inſtrument in 5 with Others, of Earthquakes ;| act 
it ſeems to c moſt likely, That as an equal Diſiritution of thisSub+ KA 
ſtance in the Cloud produces no Lightning, Thunder, nor Con- (it) 
cuſſions in the Air; ſo neither will an equal Difiribution thereof EI. 
in the Earth produce any Concuſſions There. But as other Sub- (. 
flances, in the Hand and by the Influence of the CREATOR, have or «+ 
a Power either by Attradlion or Ripulſion of making Diviſions Pro 

even 
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even in hi mighty Subſtance and of drawing or driving it into . 
wveral Parties; fo this Ekctrical Sub/iance ſubſiſts and moves t 
and fro in different Parties or Collefions in the Botvels of the 
Earth, as well as in the Clouds of the Air. And ſo waving about 
in different Parties in the Earth below, though by Divine Direai- 
on, and ſurrounding other Subſtances, as in the Air above; When 
a greater Party comes within the attracting Diſtance of another, a a 


Shock is immediately effected: and in Proportion to the Duantities 


of thoſe ſeveral Parties, and the other Subflances ſurrounded by | 
them, is the Shock in the Earth, either le or greater. Yea, this 


Electrical Shork in ſome Parts of 1he Sea may be great enough to 


kill the Fifbes ; either in the ſame manner as it kills Animals on 
Earth; or by the violent Jarr, ſo ſeperate the cohezring and 


contraile Parts of the Air Vſels in them, as to difable them 


utterly from contracting; the Effect of which will be rheir uu, 
Relaxation and the Extenſion of the Elaſtical Air within them to ' 
ſuch a Degree as to ſtop their vital Motions and ores dern 


choak'd and dead or dying up to the Surface. 
All this I argue from Analogy 


Baut after all— Whoever duly attends the Operations of this 


Electrical Subflance may plainly ſee therein the races, the Di- 


refions and the Action, of An INTELLIGENT BEING, who is 
every where always preſent with that wonderful Subſtance of his 
Creation, Suſtentation & Co Agency, in the ſame Manner, by the 


ſame Rules, and according to the ſame Proportions of Quantities 


and Diſtances, wherever we find this Subſtance to ſubſiſt. And 
this Intelligent Agent being every where always preſent ; and con- 


ſentaneouſly acting, can be no other than GOD Himſelf. 


Thus, for Toſtance=- Tuo great and thick Clouds, one as big 


again, but equally thick as the other; but the greater being a 
7 95k charg'd with the Electrical Subſtance, and the leer quite 


full; being mov'd within a certain Diſtance of each other, and 
not prevented by the ſuperior Influence of others; they both will 
act like per/e7ly knowing and ſpontaneous Agents. For [1] The 
E er Cloud will act as if it perfefly Anexe theſe nine Particulars 
t) How many watery Globules there are in itſelf, (2) How many 
Eleftrical Atoms round them, (3) The Proportion of theſe to thoſe, 
( 1. 5, 6) the /ike Particulars in the greatir Cloud, (7) How many 


or wwhat Propertion of Electrical Atoms it muſt ſpare to render the 
Fropertion of Electrical Atoms 0 the watery Globules in th 
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_ appointed friking Diſtance, © (q When the two Clouds: come ex- 
aQly to that Diſiance. ( 2.] The, greater Cloud will alſo act 


F the Leſſer to impart, and the Greater to receive their due Propor - 
| tion of the E/e&rical Subſtance, till they come to the flriking. Di- 


| 
1 e ceaſes, and the Clouds go off from each other. 
. a But 4. 


＋ watery Glabules in it into ſuch a Contiguity as to form in Drops 
| and deſcend in Rain, and the Jer Cloud thereby looſe a Qu. 
4 ter of its wotery Globules and Half its . Electrical Subflance ; 
N then both the Cleuds will act again as if they knew thoſe nine Par- 


a ſpontaneous Agents will ( unleſs hindered by a ſuperior Force in 


other Clouds or Winds) move towards each other again, the 
Greater now to impart and the L. er to receive their due Propor- 
tions of the Electrical Subſtance, till they come, to the friking Di- 
ance again, and row the Greater with a Shock will ſend forth ſo 
much of its Electrical Subſtance into the Leſſer, as to render it equal 
in Proportion to the quatery Globulis in the Leſſer, as the remaining 


pioaches to the firiking Diſbance, efpecially to the Larger of the 


before. | 
But the meer material | Subfance knows nothing of Diflances, 


guided and proportioned. by a BxrxnG who knows them; and it 
mult. receive its exact Degrees of Power and Action with the 
DireQion. & Timeing of Action, ſtom this Intelligent, Mighty and, 
Omnipreſept Being GOD, according to bis own Appointment 
ſor the wiſeſt Purpoſes : M bo is the ſponianequs and actual Source 
ot all Paaver, as well as Being and Conſtitut ion: among bis Creatures, 
both. in their Origin and Contituance ; who as He is always with, 

muſt in Wiſcom rule bis whole Creation; who worketh all 
el the Council of his own Will; and who is, 
wonderful in Council ard excellent in working. p 


Y © 


When, 


* 


greater Cloud egu⁰ν,G to the. Remeindir/ip the er, (8) What is the. . 


4 as if it gj p knew thoſe nine Particulars., For [ 3. ] Then thoſe. 
tau Cloud will move like ſpontaneous Agents towards each other: 


Lare; and then the Loſer, with a Shock will ſend forth Half its | 
Sybftance into. the Greater, that they may be alike Half full: and 


the Shack in the Leer ſhould force ſo many of the 


ticulars in their changed Conditions and Proportions ; and like 


Electrical Atoms will be in the Greater: and then the Lightning. 
ceaſes, and the Clouds receed again, &c, But if, a yet greater 
Cloud than cither, charged full with the Eledtrical Subftance, ap - 


-other.two- ; then thete will be, a more terrible Shack than ang 


Kinds,” Quantities or Proportions of Matter: but muſt be moved, 


(23) 
When we fel an Earthquake therefore, we really Ad a ſmall 
Degree of bis Almighty Power, even really ating in and by theſe 
various Subſtances in thoſe Degrees and Seaſons, & direfing 
them in all their Motions, as He ſees moſt proper ; heaving up the 
Earth, &c. And as in the Inſtance of Catania, a Town or City may 
be built on the Arch of a vaſt Cavern, large enough to receive it; 
after diverſe Admonitions, in the ſeaſon the wiſe CREATOR ſees 
moſt fitting, by a violent Shock may on a ſudden fink into the 
Depths belowv. But happy thy who ſhall then be readyfor the World 
above ! whoſe Spirits ſuddenly petfected ſhall be ſoon tranſported 
thither, and there rejoice in the full Aſſurance of the glorious 
Neſurrection of their buried Bodies. ; OS: SES 


P S. The more Points of Iron are eredted round the Earth, to 
draw the EleArical Subſtance out of the Air; the more the Earth 
muſt needs be charged with it. And therefore it ſeems wor- 
thy of Confideratioo, Whether any Part of the Harth being 
fuller of :his terrible Subſlance, may not be more expoſed to more 
Hocking Earthquakes. In Baſfen are more erected than any where 
elſe in New England ; and Boflon ſeems to be more dreadfully 
ſhaken. O!] there is no getting out of the mighty Hand of Gop !. 
If we think to avoid it in the Air, we cannot in the Earth: Yea 
it may grow more fatal ; and there is no Safety any where, but 
in it Almighty Friendſbip through CurtsT the Mediator, and by 
heartily Repenting of every Sin and hearty embracing the Saviour in 
all his Offices, and wprightly Living to Hi. | eh 
Bos rox, Dec. 5, Keg 
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